
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the prayer cards available from the ushers and in  
the welcome pad folders. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the 
congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type.              
   Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE Ave Maria-Ave Maris Stella Langlais  

* HYMN 111 Good Christians All, Rejoice and Sing!    Gelobt Sei Gott 

* CALL TO WORSHIP:  

 Leader: Though the way seems long and the road rough 

 People: We will trust the One who leads us. 

 Leader: Though the direction is unknown and we don’t know the  
  outcome 

 People: We will place our lives in Christ’s loving care. 

 Leader: It is Christ who brings us to green pastures and restores our  
  souls. 

 People: It is Christ who gives us hope and peace. Praise be to Christ  
  our Lord! 

INTROIT   William Billings  

 Arise and hail the sacred day, Cast all low cares of life away, 
 And thoughts of meaner things. 
 This day to cure thy deadly woes, The Son of righteousness arose 
 With healing in his wings. 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS          

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

We praise you, O God, for in Jesus your compassion has been 
eternally revealed.  And yet we confess that there are times when  
we fail to hear and obey his call.  Forgive us, O God, for the times 
when we fail to reach out and accompany those who are going 
through difficult times.  Forgive us when fail to hear your call to 
reveal in tangible ways your passion for the powerless.  Jesus, the 
good shepherd, may you continue to guide and lead us in paths of 
righteousness.  In the name of Christ we pray.  

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

*RESPONSE OF THANKSGIVING  Hymnal No. 594  Festival Canticle 

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to 
be people of God. This is the feast….   

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

* THE APOSTLES’ CREED  (in unison) 

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by 
 the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
 Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the 
 third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and 



 

 

 sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 
 he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy 
 Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 
 forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
 everlasting.  Amen. 

QUESTIONS OF INTENT 

PRAYER  

THE BAPTISM OF JAMES SUNGJAE KIM 

PRAYER 

 Pastor:  Eternal God, we praise you for calling us to be a servant people 
 ... Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom we give honor and glory forever. 

 People:  Remind us of the promises given in our own baptism, and 
 renew our trust in you.  Make us strong to obey your will, and to 
 serve you with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

PRESENTATION OF BIBLE  

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened             
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 

* HYMN 387 Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us  Bradbury  

+ Children and Youth leave for Church School Classes + 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON 2 Samuel 24:18-24   



  

 

ANTHEM The King of Love My Shepherd Is Shelley 

EMILY MCSPADDEN, WESLEY WELLINGTON, RYAN ALLEN  
AND THE CHANCEL CHOIR 

  The text may be found in the Hymnal at No. 171 

SECOND LESSON James 4:13-5:6 

SERMON                “Defense” Rev. Richard S. Hong 

OFFERTORY Laudate Dominum Mozart 
SANDRA RUGGLES, SOPRANO, AND THE CHANCEL CHOIR 

 Laudate Dominum omnes gentes; Laudate eum, omnes populi. Quoniam 
 confirmata est Super nos misericordia ejus, Et veritas Domini manet in 
 aeternum. Gloria Patri et Filio et Spiritui Sancto. Sicut erat in principio, et 
 nunc, et semper. Et in saecula saeculorum. Amen. 
 

 Praise the Lord, all nations; Praise Him, all people. For He has bestowed His mercy 
 upon us, And the truth of the Lord endures forever. Glory to the Father and to the  
 Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and forever, and for 
 generations of generations. Amen.    PSALM 117 

* THE DOXOLOGY WITH ALLELUIAS Lasst uns erfreuen 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below,  Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host. 
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost, Alleluia, Alleluia   
 Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
 glory, forever. Amen. 

    THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 122 Thine Is the Glory  Judas Maccabeus 



 

 

* BENEDICTION 

CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE Sortie (from Messe Basse) Vierne  

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 

 

*     *     *     *     * 

TODAY’S MUSIC 

Today we recognize Good Shepherd Sunday with Harry Rowe Shelley’s setting of 
Psalm 23. Shelley (1858-1947) was organist at Plymouth Church of the Pilgrims 
in Brooklyn during the tenure of Henry Ward Beecher.  “Laudate Dominum”  
is from Mozart’s 1780 setting of the five Psalms and Magnificat that comprise 
the Catholic Vesper service for the feast of a local Saint in Salzburg, and are 
conceived in the style of the day with orchestra, chorus and soloists. William 
Billings (1746-1800) was America’s first real composer. A native of Boston,  
he was a jack-of-all-trades and was strongly identified with the Singing School 
movement of the day to improve church music.  Two 20th Century French 
organists provide todays organ voluntaries.  Jean Langlais (1907-1991) occupied 
the organ bench once held by Franck in St. Clothilde in Paris. He brought  
a unique language to his organ compositions, many of which are based on 
Gregorian chant. “Ave Maria-Ave Maris Stella” combines two well-known chants 
dedicated to the Virgin Mary. Finally Louis Vierne (1870-1937) was the blind 
organist of Notre Dame in Paris. In addition to his organ symphonies and free 
pieces, he composed a Messe Basse or Low Mass. This is a series of five organ 
pieces meant to cover all the liturgical actions during a typical French Catholic 
Mass of the period. Parishioners would have heard continuous organ music from 
beginning to end while the priests inaudibly performed their Latin rites. “Sortie” 
means exit or Postlude. 
 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

2 Samuel 24:18-24 (NRSV) 
 That day Gad came to David and said to him, “Go up and erect 
an altar to the LORD on the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.” 
19Following Gad’s instructions, David went up, as the LORD had 



  

 

commanded. 20When Araunah looked down, he saw the king and his 
servants coming toward him; and Araunah went out and prostrated 
himself before the king with his face to the ground. 21Araunah said, 
“Why has my lord the king come to his servant?” David said, “To buy 
the threshing floor from you in order to build an altar to the LORD, so 
that the plague may be averted from the people.” 22Then Araunah said 
to David, “Let my lord the king take and offer up what seems good to 
him; here are the oxen for the burnt offering, and the threshing sledges 
and the yokes of the oxen for the wood. 23All this, O king, Araunah 
gives to the king.” And Araunah said to the king, “May the LORD your 
God respond favorably to you.” 24But the king said to Araunah, “No, 
but I will buy them from you for a price; I will not offer burnt offerings 
to the LORD my God that cost me nothing.” So David bought the 
threshing floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver. 
 
James 4:13-5:6 (NRSV) 
 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to 
such and such a town and spend a year there, doing business and 
making money.” 14Yet you do not even know what tomorrow will bring. 
What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little while and 
then vanishes. 15Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wishes, we will 
live and do this or that.” 16As it is, you boast in your arrogance; all such 
boasting is evil. 17Anyone, then, who knows the right thing to do and 
fails to do it, commits sin. 
 5Come now, you rich people, weep and wail for the miseries 
that are coming to you. 2Your riches have rotted, and your clothes are 
moth-eaten. 3Your gold and silver have rusted, and their rust will be 
evidence against you, and it will eat your flesh like fire. You have laid up 
treasure for the last days. 4Listen! The wages of the laborers who mowed 
your fields, which you kept back by fraud, cry out, and the cries of the 
harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts. 5You have lived 
on the earth in luxury and in pleasure; you have fattened your hearts in 
a day of slaughter. 6You have condemned and murdered the righteous 
one, who does not resist you. 
 

*     *     *     *     * 
 


